160                       AT   LARGE
from morality ; the philosophical outcome of which
would seem to be that the verdict of society upon
our actions is at the base of morality. We may feel
assured that the result of moral lapses will ulti-
mately be that we shall have to face the wrath of
our Creator ; but one hopes that side by side with
justice will be found a merciful allowance for the
force of temptation. But the final judgment is in
any case not imminent, while the result of a social
lapse is that we have to continue to face a disap-
proving and even a contemptuous circle, who will
remember our failure with malicious pleasure, and
whose sense of justice will not be tempered by any
appreciable degree of mercy. Here again is a dis-
couraging circumstance, that when we call to mind
some similarly compromising and grotesque adven-
ture in the life of one of our friends, in spite of the
fact that we well know the distress that the incident
must have caused him, we still continue to hug,
and even to repeat, our recollection of the occasion
with a rich sense of joy. Is it that we do not really
desire the peace and joy of others ? It would seem
so. How many of us are not conscious of feeling
extremely friendly and helpful when our friend is
in sorrow, or difficulty, or discredit, and yet of
having no taste for standing by and applauding
when our friend is joyful and successful! There
is nothing, it seems, that we can render to our
friend in the latter case, except the praise of which
he has already had enough J